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BIOGRAPHY 


Oleg Adolfovich LYALIN was horn on 24 Jun 38 at 
Staropol. His father was an agricultural engineer* who 
suffered expulsion from the Party in 1937, fought with 
partisans during World War II and thereafter until his 
death in 1952 worked in the Chief Planning Department of 
the City Council of Pyatigorsk. 

2 C In 1954* LYALIN entered the Higher Marine School in 
Odessa. He graduated from the school as an officer of the 
merchant fleet in 1959® In 1957? however* he had been 
recruited as a KGB informant working against western sea¬ 
men and smugglers in Odessa. In 1958/59 the KGB* after 
trying him out in an exercise* offered him a job in the 
illegal net 0 He was sent to 101 school of the KGB. He 
passed his 2-year course in 18 months and w &3 then lodged 
in a private flat for further training* 

3c Owing to the breakdown of his first marriage* the 
plan to place him in illegal work was cancelled and he 
spent the next 4 years' in the KGB* KLAIPEDA* on security 
Y/ork against foreign seamen* 

4c In February 1967 LYALIN was sent on a 6 month course 
at the Department f V* School near Moscow* where he studied 
partisan warfare, radio communications, explosives and 
parachuting. After 18 months of further training and briefing 
LYALIN was posted to London in April 1969. 

5o LYALIN is a captain in the KGB and a Party member 
since i960* His motives are personal - dissatisfaction 
with his career and prospects and a desire to marry the 
wife of one of his colleagues* who defected with him. 
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DEFECTION OP KGB OFFICER 


On 3 September, 1971* Oleg Adolfovich LYALIN* a 
34 year old officer of the Soviet Committee for State 
Security (KGB) defected to the Security Service* He had 
been en poste in London since April* 1969* under Soviet 
Trade Delegation cover as the representative of the 
RAZNO EXPORT AGENCY mainly concerned with knitwear,, 

2« LYALIN served in Department V* (formerly known as 
the 13th "^Department) of the KGB which is charged primarily 
with the planning and preparation of sabotage operations 
that would be mounted in periods of great tension and in 
wartime* According to, LYALIN, Department V* has been 
represented in London since i960 and in recent years there 
have been two Department V* officers en posts* LYALIN 
was the senior of these two officers and because the work 
is highly secret and specialised* he reported direct to 
the head KGB legal resident. 

3, In his intelligence role* LYALIN 5 s task was to make 
contingency plans for sabotage against military, political 
and economic targets in the United Kingdom* Although 
according to LYALIN specific targets have not yet been 
allocated as between the KGB and the Chief Intelligence 
Directorate (GRU) and LYALIN had not been given his own 
targets, he expected that KGB targets would include 
public utilities, the railways. Government and military 
communications. Government offices and shelters, the 
Civil Defence organisation and emergency food supplies* 





4* LYALIN was in the process of selecting and reporting 
on sites to "be used for the infiltration "by air and sea 
of Soviet sabotage groups into the UK during the period of 
crisis preceding the outbreak of conventional war c He 
- .had submitted a comprehensive plan for the seaborne 
landing of a group (or groups) on the North Yorkshire 
coast and consideration was being given to the selection 
of a dropped zone for an airborne landing north of the 
Caledonian Canal, He was also building up a group of UK 
domiciled agents. The group which had already been equipped 
with a radio, was, when the time came, to have provided 
LYALIN with a self-contained operational base and to have 
been used to prepare for and subsequently to support the 
arrival and operations of the Soviet sabotage groups, 

5. Prom what LYALIN has said, there can be little doubt 

that whilst talcing account of the risks of attribution and 

escalation, the Department V, are making dispositions to 

commence sabotage operations in the UK in a period of - 

to 

possibly prolonged crisis, leading up/the outbreak of war. 
During such a period, a variety of sabotage measures w r ould be 
taken, including in their objectives the demoralisation of 
the civilian population and the complete disruption of the 
political and economic life of the country, 

6, According to LYALIN, the KGB has not engaged in 
industrial sabotage in the UK in peacetime. However, on 
one occasion a proposal was submitted to headquarters for 
an operation to contaminate Holy Loch with radio active 


/material,,, 




material with a view to implicating.US Naval forces* 

Every Department V*operation during peacetime requires the 
approval of the Central Committee of the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union and approval was not given in this 
instance* 

7o In addition to his Department V* work he gave support 
to hia KGB colleagues in their agent running operations* 

8. There is so far no reason to doubt the reliability 
of LYALIN as a source and the accuracy of the information 
provided by him* 
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t UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

: SAC, New York (65-14825) 


/from : Director, FBI (100-354839) 


date: 2/4/72 


subject: SPIA 

ESP - R 


Enclosed for ea ch office are copies of two 
communications from | dated 1/17/72 and 1/28/72, 

classi fied H S eei i o4 . ” wh ich report; information furnished 
to the by Oleg A. Lyalin. 


The intelligence identifications made by Lyalin 
confirm a 'number of identifications which we have previously 
made; however, there are also a substantial number of new 
identifications of personnel. Initial review indicates 
that a number of these latter individuals reside within 
Soviet establishments and we have, therefore, npt developed 
a sufficient amount of information about their activities to 
date to confirm or negate Lyalin’s identifications. This 
initial review indicates that some of these individuals may 
well have either- security or radio monitoring assignments 
within Soviet establishments. 



Based on the data received to date, the Bureau 
does not believe that we should designate any Soviet as a 
known intelligence officer solely on the basis of the 
limited data furnished to date by Lyalin. Where there has 
been no prior indication of intelligence connection, it is 
felt that the Lyalin information is sufficient basis for 
designating an individual as a suspected intelligence officer. 
Such designations will also entail changes in investigative 
priorities, at least from Priority III to Priority II and 
perhaps in selected cases to Priority I. 


Information in the enclosed 
should be channelized by your office 


to app: 


_| communications ' 

so "appropriate case 
files noting the source of the information, its date and 
classification. The data furnished by Lyalin should be 
specifically addressed in the analysis section of the first 
progress letter submitted subsequent to its receipt. After 

■-//*<- 


b7D 
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Letter to New York 
Re: Spia 
100-354839 


analysis of the information has been made, an LHM should be 

prepared under the caption of each Soviet listed-—The LHM- 

should b e captioned in the following manner: I 
I b OLDFINCH.’’ This LHM should be brief. It snouia 

identify the Soviet and should then contain one of the three 
following paragraphs: 

(1) Based upon available information and/or 
investigation, Goldfinch’s identification 
of captioned subject as an officer of the 
KGB tfould appear to be valid. 

(2) Based upon available information and/or 
investigation, no information has been 
developed which would confirm Goldfinch’s 
identification of captioned subject as a 
KGB officer; however, such identification 
is not considered improbable. 

(3) Based upon available information and/or 
investigation, Goldfinch’s identification 
of captioned subject as an officer of the 
KGB is not considered to be valid. If 
Goldfinch could elaborate on that identi¬ 
fication, such information would be appreciated. 

The instructions outlined above should be furnished to 
all Special Agents in your office assigned cases on Soviet officials 





ALL IMfDEMPLTIOQHf CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE Og-22-2015 BY M3C/C32W3JBS1 , 

MAY I M2 EDITION 
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“ ‘ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
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to : 

SAC (105-115626) 

FROM : 

SA 


subject: 

OLEG A. LYALIN 


IS 

- R 


ReBulet 2/4/72, capti 


date: 


FEB 


1 o 197? 


b6 

b7C 


enclosed two copies of communications from 
.1/17/72 and 1/28/72, classified "SECRET 44 ", which 


aa 


attached, 
dated 
set forth 


b7D 


the identifications of LYALIN upon viewing photographs of 
Soviet officials in the US as of 8/12/71. 


The subject placed these Soviets in two categories, 
those whom he had seen in KGB Headquarters and those whose 
photographs appeared familiar to him. Agents receiving 
copies of this memorandum are instructed to comply with 
Bureau instructions in attached relet. In the ;< interest of 
uniformity and for'purposes of analysis, those'Agents who 
have a Soviet in Category #1 are requested to prepare five 
copies of an undated LHM, classified ' 44 CECRET-1, and submit to 
the Supervisor of Section 341 "by 2/25/72. By way of 
identification it is believed that the Soviet's date of birth 
and official position in the US should be sufficient. . ‘ 

Category #1, 

The source was shown a photograph of 

, NYfile 105- , and identified 

him as' a KGB Officer, The identification was based, almost 
entirely on source having seen'this individual at KGB 
Headquarters in Moscow during his frequent visits there between 

1962 and 1969 . 

Category #2. 


The source was shown a photograph of __ 

, NYfile 105- _, and commente<T 

the face was familiar ,but was unable to say whether in a KGB 
context or not. 


1 - NY 
JB:mbg 

(ii? 

k 




/° <^2- £■ 'y''^b7D 


nn -Losn re 

searched. 


- ! 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



: SAC, NEW YORK (105-115626) 


from : Si\l 


date: 2/^772 


b6 
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subject: OLEG A. LYALIN 
IS-R 


ReNYlet to Bureau dated II/ 3/71 captioned 

as above. 

Relet enclosed a Blank Memorandum for I I 
containing the names of 7 Soviet nationals whom it was 
believed might be known to LYALIN. 

, , B y letter Sated 1 / 28 / 72 | |furnished the 

attached memorandum reflecting the comments of LYALIN 
concerning these Soviets. 

In some instances the photographs have been 
shown to the subject more than once and agents have 
received LYALIN'S comments by memo dated 2/10/72. In 
the event his comments are not consistent with those 
on this attachment Lyalin should be recontacted for 
clarification. This may be done by submitting an LHM 
m accordance with instructions in memo of 2 / 10 / 72 . 


1 - (105-101357) 
1 - (105-11L652) 
1 - (105-86L77) 

1 - (105-98706) 

1 - (105-82L31) 

1 - ( 105 - 81680 ) 

1 - (105-96626) 

JB: jb 

( 8 ) 
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b7C 
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TO: SAC: 
i I Albany 
I I Albuquerque 
I \ Alexandria 
1 I Anchorage 
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| | Baltimore 

I | Birmingham 
I | Boston 
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I | Cleveland 
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I I Houston 
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I | Los Angeles 
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